
Gardening

Module 1: Planting in the garden

1A3

Identify common weeds
How can we recognise and describe common
weeds in the garden?

Identify at least five different common weeds by using an app or
making a set of picture reference cards. Share the knowledge with
other people.

What you'll do

This challenge focuses on recognising and categorising common
weeds. You'll use tools like an app or research to create a learning
tool for others. You will:

identify at least five common weeds
use an app or make reference cards to show their features
share what you found with others
talk about why identifying weeds is important

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Lists at least five weeds with names and features. Uses an app or reference to
identify plant types. Records appearance and habitat of each weed.

Decision-making
Selects which weeds to include on cards. Gives reasons for including certain
features or images. Chooses how to present the cards to others.

Communicating
Designs reference cards with clear images and facts. Shares information verbally
with peers. Uses correct terminology when describing weeds.

Team working
Combines research findings with group members. Gives and receives advice on
design and content. Completes assigned parts of the resource.

Thinking
Compares weeds based on leaf shape and growth. Groups weeds by location
(pavement, lawn, borders). Matches photos with identification descriptions.

Self-awareness
Describes how the activity made them more confident in plant ID. Shares personal
views on usefulness of weed knowledge. Recognises improvement in observation
skills.
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Gardening

Module 2: Growing food on the allotment

2B4

Composting
How can we produce and use compost to
support healthy plants?

Make compost that you could use on the allotment. Follow the
advice available for maintaining it and monitor its progress. Use
the compost when planting the vegetables and seedlings.

What you'll do

This challenge involves creating compost and monitoring its
development. To complete this challenge, you will:

gather necessary organic materials for composting
set up a compost bin according to guidelines
maintain the compost through regular monitoring and care
utilise the finished compost for planting

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Identifies composting ingredients and stages. Records changes and temperature.
Learns to tell when compost is ready.

Decision-making
Chooses materials and layering method. Justifies bin location and contents. Decides
when compost is ready.

Communicating
Shares process in a logbook or poster. Labels stages of compost with photos.
Explains compost use in planting.

Team working
Rotates compost tasks with group. Shares jobs like turning or watering. Discusses
outcomes together.

Thinking
Predicts problems like bad smell or slowness. Suggests solutions for poor results.
Links compost to plant health.

Self-awareness
Reflects on commitment to compost care. Describes patience and problem solving.
Expresses pride in final compost.
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Gardening

Module 3: Working under cover

3B2

Monitor greenhouse conditions
How can we track and manage growing
conditions in a greenhouse or polytunnel?

Take responsibility over a period of time for monitoring conditions
in the greenhouse or polytunnel (eg temperature, humidity). Keep a
record of the readings and log what actions were taken to ensure
optimum conditions were maintained to suit the needs of the
plants.

What you'll do

This challenge requires you to monitor environmental conditions
critically, reflecting on their influence on plant health. You will:

establish monitoring criteria for temperature and humidity
regularly record observations
document actions taken to adjust conditions
review data trends and plant responses

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Sets up a tracking method for environmental conditions. Records data over time.
Links changes to weather or actions.

Decision-making
Chooses what data to track and how. Decides when to intervene or adjust. Justifies
decisions in a summary.

Communicating
Shares findings using a table or graph. Describes changes and reasons. Explains
actions taken and effects.

Team working
Divides monitoring tasks fairly. Shares records and updates. Discusses results as a
group.

Thinking
Identifies trends or issues from data. Proposes solutions or improvements. Connects
conditions with plant health.

Self-awareness
Reflects on their reliability or organisation. Describes how they responded to
changes. Identifies strengths in responsibility.
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Gardening

Module 4: Wildlife in the garden

4A6

Bird survey
What bird species visit our garden and how
can we encourage more to come?

Carry out a survey of the birds in the garden. Record the different
species and how often they visit. Display the data and suggest
ways that you could encourage more birds to visit the garden.

What you'll do

In this challenge, you will carry out a bird survey and explore ways
to attract more birds. You will:

observe and record bird species in the garden or local area
document how often each species appears
present the findings using graphs, tables or a report
suggest actions to increase bird visits

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Identifies at least five bird species. Records their frequency of visits. Describes
feeding or habitat behaviours.

Decision-making
Chooses how and when to observe birds. Selects data display method. Suggests
ways to encourage more birds.

Communicating
Shares data using graphs or tables. Writes a report or gives a talk. Labels findings
with species names.

Team working
Works in pairs or small groups to watch birds. Shares observation roles. Discusses
results and trends.

Thinking
Groups birds by size, type or behaviour. Links visits to season or habitat. Proposes
ideas for improving bird habitats.

Self-awareness
Reflects on interest in birdwatching. Describes which birds stood out. Shares how
they felt during the task.
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Gardening

Module 5: Using your produce in the kitchen

5A3

Homemade chutney
How do we turn our homegrown vegetables
into a tasty, long-lasting chutney?

Find out the difference between chutney and pickle. Make your
own homemade chutney using vegetables that you have grown
(or could have grown) yourself. Bottle the chutney, label and date
the jars.

What you'll do

In this challenge, you’ll explore how to make chutney from scratch
using homegrown (or imagined homegrown) ingredients. You will:

research the difference between chutney and pickle
gather and prepare ingredients
follow a recipe to make chutney
label and date the jars correctly

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Lists ingredients and steps. Explains chutney-making process. Describes difference
from pickles.

Decision-making
Chooses suitable vegetables. Selects recipe and utensils. Times preparation steps
accurately.

Communicating
Labels jars clearly. Describes method to others. Presents ingredients and
outcomes.

Team working
Shares chopping and cooking tasks. Works safely with others. Gives and receives
feedback.

Thinking
Compares chutney and pickle features. Reflects on texture and taste. Suggests
changes for next time.

Self-awareness
Describes how confident they felt during the process. Reflects on own contribution
and outcomes.
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Gardening

Module 6: Construction in the garden

6B3

Find a suitable location for a natural
pond and take part in its
construction
How can you design and build a natural pond
that supports local wildlife?

As part of a group, find a suitable location for a natural pond and
take part in its construction. Keep a record of the progress made
as you work on this project.

What you'll do

In this challenge, you will work with others to plan, prepare and
build a natural pond. You will carry out research and site visits,
agree on a design, and take part in digging and shaping the pond.
You will:

research the benefits of ponds and wildlife habitats
survey the site to find the best location
draw a plan showing size, shape, depth and planting ideas
work as a team to dig, line and fill the pond
add finishing touches (eg stones, plants)
keep a record using photos and reflections
present the project to a small group or class

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Lists stages of pond building. Records team decisions and actions. Applies
environmental ideas.

Decision-making
Chooses the pond site together. Selects materials and tools. Provides justifications
for the shape and size.

Communicating
Shares ideas in group meetings. Presents findings to others. Explains changes to
original plans.

Team working
Assigns roles to group members. Offers help when needed. Combines work to
complete the project.

Thinking
Forecasts how animals will use the pond. Explains how the pond benefits the
garden. Identifies safety or design problems.

Self-awareness
Describes the role in the team. Reflects on the environmental impact. Shows pride
in supporting nature.
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Gardening

Module 7: Art in the garden

7A8

Investigate upcycled garden ideas
How can you turn old objects into creative
garden features?

Investigate how other people have used up-cycled materials in
their gardens (eg tyre planters, Wellington boot pots, cutlery plant
labels). Create a photo display of your favourite ideas.

What you'll do

You will investigate how other people have upcycled materials in
their gardens. You will select your favourite ideas and create a
visual display. You will:

research examples of upcycled garden features (eg tyre
planters, boot pots)
choose your favourite ideas from your research
collect or create photographs showing these ideas
create a photo display highlighting creative uses of upcycled
materials
reflect on how upcycling can improve sustainability and
design

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Compiles examples of upcycled garden ideas. Records findings with images.
Applies creative thinking to selection.

Decision-making
Chooses favourite ideas thoughtfully. Provides reasons for selections. Selects
photos that best represent creative reuse.

Communicating
Presents a clear and organised photo display. Explains choices made. Describes
the environmental benefits of upcycling.

Team working
Shares research and displays with others. Offers feedback on others' ideas.
Combines ideas for a group display if needed.

Thinking
Identifies links between sustainability and creativity. Explains how materials are
reused effectively. Proposes other upcycling ideas.

Self-awareness
Reflects on personal learning. Describes creative development. Shows care for
environmental issues.
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Gardening

Module 8: Careers in gardening

8B6

Participate in a horticultural
competition or event
How can taking part in competitions or events
develop your skills and profile in gardening?

As a group, take part in at least one competition or event run by a
horticultural organisation. Describe how it could develop the skills
and raise the profile in the gardening world.

This challenge encourages you to engage with the wider
community and showcase your skills.

What you'll do

You will work as part of a group to enter a horticultural competition
or event. You will reflect on the skills developed and how
participation raised your gardening profile. You will:

research competitions or events you could enter
prepare a plan and produce an entry as a team
present your work at the event
gather feedback from judges or the audience
reflect on the experience and skills gained

 Skills I used:

Learning

Decision-making

Communicating

Team working

Thinking

Self-awareness

How I might show the skills

Skills Examples

Learning
Lists competition rules and requirements. Records preparation and event activities.
Applies learning from feedback.

Decision-making
Chooses a competition or event carefully. Provides reasons for design and
presentation choices. Selects ideas for future improvements.

Communicating
Presents team entry confidently. Explains the ideas behind the project. Describes
experiences at the event.

Team working
Shares responsibilities and encourages others. Offers suggestions respectfully.
Credits all team members for success.

Thinking
Identifies key strengths of the team entry. Explains how different techniques helped.
Proposes next steps based on results.

Self-awareness
Reflects on personal and team achievements. Describes new skills gained. Shows
pride in representing the team.
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