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1. Introduction 

In line with government policy for qualifications, certification for Personal Development 
Programmes (Bronze, Silver, Gold) and Preparing for Adulthood programmes (New Horizons, 
Transition Challenge, Towards Independence and Workright) in summer 2022 will be based on 
learners meeting the full requirements for the programme (the requirements have not been 
reduced as they were for the previous two summers). Certification will be confirmed externally 
through moderation; there will not be a predicted element. 

Centres that have experienced significant disruption to teaching due to Covid-19 can 
request a special consideration. This will allow learners' work to be certificated, even if all 
programme requirements have not been met. Special consideration can apply to whole 
cohorts or specific learners.  

2. Special consideration 

The term special consideration applies at the end of the planned delivery of the programme, and 
may be applied for learners who suffer temporary illness, injury or indisposition during the 
programme. It is applied when the issue or event has had, or is reasonably likely to have had, a 
material effect on a learner’s ability to complete the programme. It may not be considered at all if 
additional time to complete the programme is available. 

Learners cannot enter a request for a special consideration solely on the grounds of disability or 
learning difficulty, and must declare their needs prior to the assessment period. All necessary 
reasonable adjustments arrangements must have been implemented during the programme. 

A special consideration is normally a circumstance relating to the health and/or personal life of a 
learner, which is of a sufficiently serious and significant nature, to result in them being unable to 
participate in and complete a programme. 

It is important that centres assess the learner/cohort at the end of the planned delivery of the 
programme to determine if an application to ASDAN should be made. 

Special consideration can be applied at learner and at cohort level, depending on the 
circumstances. It can be applied following large-scale external events beyond their control, such 
as a lockdown or year group closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such events are also expected to be either: 

a) unforeseeable, in that the learner could have no prior knowledge of the event concerned; 
and/or 

b) unavoidable, in that the learner could have done nothing reasonably in their power to prevent 
or avoid such an event 
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If the programme has been partially completed, special consideration may be considered 
depending on the circumstances and should reflect the difficulty faced by the learner or the 
reason for the special consideration request. 

Special consideration will not be considered if it is deemed that doing so will give the learner an 
unfair advantage.  

2.1 Eligibility for special consideration due to Covid-19 

Learners may still be eligible for special consideration where the impact of Covid-19 means that 
they are unable to complete a programme. 

2.2 Examples of special consideration 

Learners could be eligible for special consideration if they have been disadvantaged due to 
Covid-19. For example, this could include: 

• Illness of a family member or class which led to self-isolation for a prolonged period of 
time. 

• Stress or anxiety for which medication has been prescribed. 

They may also be eligible due to an event outside of the learner’s control, which has had, or is 
reasonably likely to have had, a material effect on that learner’s ability to complete a programme, 
for example: 

• Bereavement – death of close relative/friend/significant other (of a nature which, in a 
learning context, would have led to an absence). 

• Serious short-term illness or temporary illness during the programme. 
• Significant adverse personal/family circumstances. 
• Significant disruption to the delivery of a programme. 
• Severe adverse weather conditions. 
• A significant failure of due process by the centre. 
• Limited or no access to online learning at home. 
• Other significant exceptional factors for which there is evidence of stress caused anxiety. 

2.3 Partially completed internal assessments 

All learners, regardless of their special consideration, must meet the minimum requirement of the 
programme. 

Minimum requirements 

Personal Development Programmes 

• Bronze  
o Four credits (instead of six) plus two Bronze skill sheets (instead of three) 

• Silver 
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o For learners having previously achieved Bronze – additional four credits (instead of 
six) plus two Silver skill sheets 

o For learners going straight for Silver – eight credits plus a minimum of four skills 
sheets, two of which must be Silver skill sheets. 

• Gold 
o For learners having previously achieved Silver – additional four credits (instead of 

six) plus two Gold skill sheets. 
o For learners going straight for Gold – 12 credits plus a minimum of six skills 

sheets, two of which must be Gold skill sheets. 

The requirements for learners going straight to Silver or Gold is intended for centres who had 
always planned to deliver this outcome within a single academic year, as opposed to centres 
seeking to acquire a higher outcome than originally planned. 

Preparing for Adulthood 

• New Horizons – at least two sections per module (instead of three). 
• Transition Challenge (Introduction & Progression) – at least six activities per module 

(instead of nine) 
• Transition Challenge (Sensory) – at least three activities per module (instead of five) 
• Towards Independence – one less section than required for the particular module (number 

of sections set on a module by module basis). For PMLD learners, one section (instead of 
two) 

• Workright - at least two sections per module (instead of three) 

For all programmes all of the remaining paperwork such as the summary of achievement, next 
steps and so on is required. 

Centres must keep clear records of their internal moderation process covering the work 
completed. These records will support the special consideration process. 

Where the established minimum requirement for a programme is not met, special 
consideration will not be applied, and learners will need to complete additional work and 
be submitted for moderation at the next available opportunity. 

 

2.4 Procedure for applying for special consideration 

Applications for special consideration must be made in writing and confirmed by a member of the 
centre’s senior leadership team. No applications will be accepted if submitted directly by learners, 
parents or employers. 

Centres should follow the following steps to apply for special consideration: 

1. The need for special consideration is identified within a centre. Following internal 
consideration, the centre decides that an application should be made to ASDAN. 
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2. Applications should be made by completing the revised moderation checklist for the 
programme. The checklists for the sampled learners should be sent to the external 
moderator with the requested sample portfolios.  

 Applications for special consideration will not be accepted after the publication of learner 
results. 

3. If necessary, the application is discussed with the ASDAN Compliance Manager and other 
appropriate senior staff. Centres are informed of the decision as part of the moderation 
process, with the moderation feedback form indicating where special consideration has 
been applied. All information is recorded on a proforma held by ASDAN for monitoring 
purposes.  


